Skipjack specimen of 9.25 kg landed at Minicoy by CMFRI, Kochi
6Collection of marine mammals from Mangalore
Tissue samples from a total
of 12 individuals of 2
cetacean species (Indo-
Pacific humpbacked dolphin,
Sousa chinensis and finless
porpoise, Neophocoena
phocaenoides) landed along
Mangalore coast were
collected, mtDNA amplified and
PCR products (cyto-chrome b and
control region) sequenced.  This
collection was a part of inventori-
zation of marine mammals from the
Indian seas. (PNP Division & FEM
Division)
‘Fishy Poacher’ at work again  ……
The attack by the smooth-backed
blowfish (Lagocephalus inermis) on
the cephalopods caused significant
loss to the export industry.  Squids,
cuttlefish and octopus were severely
damaged by this fish which resulted
in their lower market value. To make
matter worse, the cephalopod catches
during October-December 2005 were
poor compared to those of the
corresponding period of last year. (Calicut Research Centre)
Heavy landings of Scomberoides commersonnianus
Heavy landings to the tune of
3.8 t Scomberoides commer-
sonnianus by hooks & line were
noticed at Chennai coast, in
October 2005.  Though hooks &
line are operated mainly for seer
fish and caranx, S. commer-
sonnianus dominated the catch
landed by this gear. At Kovalam
landing centre, heavy landings of
S. commersonnianus were recorded on 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th and
19th October 2005. The catch was sold at Rs. 40/- per kg. (Madras
Research Centre)
Skipjack specimen of 9.25 kg landed at Minicoy
Katsuwonus pelamis measuring 74 cm in FL and weighing 9.250
kg was landed by a pole and liner on 29th November, 2005.
Skipjack of  74 cm length has not been recorded for the last 5
years. The male specimen at stage V of the maturity was with
empty stomach. (Minicoy Research Centre)
Humpbacked dolphin
"Puffer bites" on
Cuttlefish
Scomberoides
commersonnianus
ACADEMIC NEWS
Ph. D.  Award
Scholar Guide Title of Thesis University
Smt. Juliet Joseph Dr. R. Sathiadhas Economic analysis of CIFE
externalities in coastal
mariculture
Ms. Latha M.M. Dr. V. Chandrika Ecophysiology of CUSAT
Nontuberculous
Mycobacteria from
marine aquaculture ponds
Smt. Dalia Susan Dr. N.G.K. Pillai Macrobenthos of Minicoy CUSAT
Vargis Island, Lakshadweep
Smt. Gijo Ittoop Dr. K.C. George Hemolymph factors Kerala
responsible for defense
reactions against
pollutants and bacteria,
Vibrio alginolyticus, in
the Indian edible oyster,
Crassostrea madrasensis
(Preston)
One student has joined for the Ph.D. (Mariculture) programme of CIFE
at this Institute in October 2005.
NEW HEIGHTS
New Consultancy Project
M/s GMR Energy Ltd., Mangalore, has given the consultancy
work for pollution monitoring near the 220 MW Barge Mounted
Power Plant for the 4th year to the Research Centre.  The
consultancy project is for a period of 8 months and involves
monthly sample collection and analysis from the sea to assess
the impact of effluent discharge from the power plant.   The
Research Centre has to provide information on status, trends and
source of risk to the coastal ecosystem off Thanir Bavi near the
outfall of Thanir Bavi Power Plant Facility.
Awards/Recognitions
Dr.  (Mrs.) Josileen Jose, Senior
Scientist bagged the first
Professor T.J. Pandian and
Professor A.J. Matty Award 2005
instituted by the Indian Branch of
Asian Fisheries Society for her
contribution to the development
of hatchery technology of the
‘blue swimmer crab’,
Portunus pelagicus.
Dr. Vipinkumar V.P., Scientist
(SS) of SEETT Division of
CMFRI, Cochin has won the
‘Young Scientist Award’ and
‘Best Paper Presentation
Award’ in the National Semi-
nar on “Green to Evergreen :
Challenges to Extension Edu-
cation” organized by Indian
Society of Extension Educa-
tion (ISEE) at Indian Agricul-
tural Research  Institute (IARI),
New Delhi from 15th to 17th De-
cember 2005.  The awards were
presented by Dr. G. Trivedi, the
international expert in extension
education.
Dr. George J.P., Principal
Scientist received the best
scientific paper award in Hindi of
Dr. (Mrs.) Josileen Jose receiving the
award from Dr. Mangala Rai,
Director General, ICAR, New Delhi.
Dr. Vipinkumar V. P. receiving the "Young
Scientist Award" of Indian Society of Extension
Education (ISEE) from Dr. G. Trivedi, in the
presence of Dr. R. Parshad (President, ISEE &
ADG, Extension, ICAR) and Prof (Dr.) Baldeo
Singh (Secretary, ISEE) at New Delhi.
Finless Porpoise
Dr.George J.P., Principal Scientist
receiving the award from Shri
Sriprakash Jaiswal, Hon'ble Minister
for States, Home Affairs.
